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It gives me joy and great inner
satisfaction to be here as a devotee of Lord
Nataraja of Chidambaram and to utilize the
ot:casion of my visit for presiding over the
Valedictory Function of the Natyanjali
Festi-val.

TheNaﬁtyfanjali Festival is celebrated on
the occasion of Maha Sivarathri every year
| at this temple of Thillai Nataraja, where Lord
Stva is seen performing the cosmic dance

ot this festiza

The oﬁeﬂng being made to hrers also in the

~of dance and hence the name

' Na‘tyartjali. It is therefore no wonder that
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Thiruvannamalai for the fire element, Sri
Kalahasti in Andhra Pradesh for the wind
element, Thiruvaé.r_wiaikkawial in Trichy District
fpr the element of water and
Ekam'bareswarar Temple in Kancheepuram

District for the element of earth.

The present temple was built in the 107
century by the Chola dynasty and even by
conservative calculations it is more than
1000 years old. The temple has been
designed to represent the human system in
a scientific manner. The main shrine is
covered by 21600 tiles of golden hue, which

is equal to the number of times a human
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being inhales and exhales in day. The

viman’ of the temple has 9 ‘kalash’ Wthh

stand for the navadwaras’ the nine

openings of the human body. The ‘kanaka

sabha’ represents the important systems of

~ the human body such as the respiratory

system, nervous system circulatory system,

i?
I

etc. and the cosmlc dancé represents the

heartbeat of the living organism. In a

capsule, the temple represents the universe
as a;whale,. |

Lerd Nataraja is also known in Tamil as

R N %%m 92‘\&} =
the ‘Sabesan which means ‘sabaiyil aadum

”{Wx
eesan Thus danca takes centre-stage as
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far as the Chidambaram Temple s

concerned. It is therefore . most apt and

appropriate that the various dance forms are

dedicated to the Lord during the Natyanjali

festival.

Bharatanatyam traces its origins to the
Natya Shastra of Bharata Muni and also
finds a mention in the ancient Tamil epic
Si!appathi!;éram. This dance form is
generally used as a medium for narration of

" legends and ideas from the Hindu texts and

scriptures.

Kuchipudi derives its name from the

village named Kuchipudi and has its roots
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again in the Natya Shastra. It is believed

that Tirtha Narayana Yati, a sanyasi of the
Advaita persuasion and his disciple
Systematised the modern version of

Kuchipudi in the 17™ century.

Kathakali is a dance form which .is in the
“story play” genre of art. It is specially
known for the elaborate and colourful
costumes and face masks. It has its roots in
the religious drama tradition of Kerala. But
it also incorporates movements from the

martial arts and athletic traditions.

Kathak is derived from the Sanskrit word

katha, which means story and is meant to
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nntya and natya like Bharathanatyam

Manipuri originated in Manipur and it is

- also known as Jagoi. Itis particularly known

for its Vaishnavite themes focused on

Radha Kﬂshna “The roots of Manipuri can
also be traced to Natya Shastra, but it has

influences from South East Asia, Central

Sl b SiEsds The Manipuri dance is

~ generally a team performance and is

All the six danoe forms that | have

mentioned have the centrai theme of
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"~ and bring both close to -.God. The

greatness of Indian culture lies in its ability
to draw the people away from the mundane

mterests and towards elevated thought
prccesses. Hence we havgdi thinkers,
philosophers-- and spiritual leaders
In-di'an sociély} GrEsn servel as
beacons of light for the whole world.

Every part of the world has its own

special characteristics and greatneSS

Punctuality for the Germans, teamwork for
the Japahesea,ﬁ etiquette for the British,
salesmanship for the Americans are special

%“A-ﬂ—! }xt} C}.&’Yn:"u—{'&*
that are __ta people of these



egions.  Similarly, spirituality is a special |

virtue for India. Spirituality is based on

tolerance. Spirituality is based o'n
ahcceptance of other people’s ideas.
Spirituality is based on moving society

~ towards a goal that goes beyond the self

-'='.’"""'t'ﬁ:'5:a'society thinks of its people in

general and their wellbeing, that is when a

civilisation flourishes. No wonder the Indian

thousands cf yeafs

i am happy to be a part of this festival
wh:ch ennches and prmnetes lnduan culture







